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	Place in the Curricular  Plan:

First Semester of the Bachelor of Law Degree Program 


	Course description:

To acquaint the student with the knowledge and understanding of the broad and complex world of law, in its social, legal and value dimensions. 


	General learning objectives:

For the student to gain a global vision of law, familiarity with the fundamental and general concepts in law, to know and to understand the processes for creating/enacting laws, and to study the problems arising from the application, interpretation and incorporation of law. 


Thematic content

	Issues and sub-issues of each unit

1. Place, role and value of law 

Objective: By the end of this unit, the student will be able to identify what law is and will be able to justify the purpose for its study. Additionally, the student will know the way in which law manifests itself in daily life, deducing the characteristics that set it apart and distinguish it from other phenomenons of a similar nature such as morals, religion, and social conventions. 
1.1. Law, society and behavior 

1.2. The value of law

2.  Definition of Law and fundamental legal concepts 

Objective: By the end of this unit, the student will be capable of analyzing problems, various perspectives,  and possible theoretical solutions behind a global notion of law, as well as enumerate, develop and analyze technical-legal terms which in the area of legal theory are denominated as fundamental legal concepts, constituting the basic technical vocabulary. 

2.1. Statement of the problem

2.2. Restatement of the Tridimensional Theory of Law 

2.3. Definition of law

2.4. Primary meanings of the word law

2.5. What are the fundamental legal concepts? 

2.6. Analysis of some fundamental legal concepts

3. Authority systems of human conduct 

Objective: By the end of this unit, the student will distinguish legal rules from moral, religious, and social custom rules, as well as the relationship among them. 

3.1. Legal rules 

3.2. Moral rules 

3.3. Religious rules

3.4. Social custom rules

3.5. Distinction among the different rules governing human conduct 

4. Formal sources in Mexican Law

Objective: By the end of this unit, the student will be capable of explaining the way in which laws are created, in general, and Mexican laws, in particular. 

4.1. How are law created

4.2. Traditional doctrine on the sources of law 

4.3. General principles and fundamental issues in Mexican law 

4.4. Direct formal sources of Mexican law

4.5. Indirect formal sources of Mexican law 

5. Application, interpretation and incorporation of Law 

Objective: By the end of this unit, the student will know the elements that will permit an understanding of the processes for the application and interpretation of law in the legal code, as well as its incorporation to complete its insufficiency. 

5.1. The issue

5.2. Conflict of laws in time and space 

5.3. Interpretation and incorporation of law 


	Hours

8

16

10

15

15




	Learning activities:
· Professor’s presentations

· hemerotemático Library system

· Discussion session and analysis of current social events and their impact on the field of law 

· Guest lecturers

· Problem and case method

· Visit to the State Congress and Tribunals 

· Preparation of individual and group research projects 

· Academic advising


	Grading criteria and procedures:

· Formation 10% Reading Preparation and Presentations
· 3 partial examinations 15% each one 

· Final examination 20%

· Research project 15% 

· Attendance and class participation 10%


Bibliography

	
	Type
	Title
	Author
	Publisher
	Year

	1
	Book
	Introduction to Law

Introducción al Derecho
	Alvarez Mario I.
	Mc Grew-Hill
	1996

	2
	Book
	Introduction to the Study of Law

Introducción al Estudio del Derecho
	García Maynez, Eduardo
	Editorial Porrúa
	2005

	3
	Book
	Introduction to the Study of Law

Introducción al Estudio del Derecho
	Recasens Siches, Luis
	Editorial Porrúa
	2003

	4
	Book
	Introduction to the Study of Law

Introducción al Estudio del 

Derecho
	Villoro Toranzo, Miguel
	Editorial Porrúa
	2004

	5
	Book
	Introduction to the Study of Law

Introducción al Estudio del Derecho
	Péreznieto Castro, Leonel
	Oxford
	2004

	6
	Book
	Introduction to the Study of Law

Introducción al Estudio del Derecho
	López Gutiérrez, Luis H
	Cárdenas Editor y Distribuidor
	1998

	7
	Law
	Political Constitution of the Unites States of Mexico

Constitución Política de los

Estados Unidos Mexicanos
	
	
	

	8
	Law
	Federal Civil Code

Código Civil Federal 
	
	
	

	9
	Law
	State of Baja California Civil Code

Código Civil para el Estado de Baja California 
	
	
	

	10
	CD
	The Constitution and its Interpretation by the Federation’s Judicial Power 

La Constitución y su interpretación por el Poder Judicial de la Federación
	Suprema Corte de Justicia de la Nación
	
	

	11


	CD
	Civil Legislation and its Interpretation by the Federation’s Judicial Power Legislación Civil y su interpretación por el Poder Judicial de la Federación
	Suprema Corte de Justicia de la Nación
	
	

	12


	CD
	IUS 2005. June 1917-December 2005*. Jurisprudence and selected theses

IUS 2005. Junio 1917-Diciembre 2005*. Jurisprudencia y tesis aisladas
	Suprema Corte de Justicia de la Nación. Poder Judicial de la Federación
	
	


